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THE MAIL GOES THROUGH! And with it, the SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL. Harold D. Bailey, Rural Mail Carrier of Route No. 1, Woodleaf, N. C., 
finding a newly cut road impassable by automobile, goes on horseback to deliver the 
mail. Postmaster Oren M. Click and Carrier Bailey believe in service and evidently 
realize how eager readers are to get THE JOURNAL, for, as you can see, it is on top of 
the pack. Photograph by John Suther, Jr., Staff Photographer, The Salisbury (N. C.) 
Evening Post. 
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The Stone of Destiny 


Isaiah speaks of Our Lord as a “foundation 
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a 
sure foundation.” 


Paul speaks of him as the “foundation” which 
has been laid, and as the “chief corner stone.” 


Daniel tells of a stone which destroys the 
image which he sees in his vision, this stone 
becoming a mountain and filling the whole 
earth. 


Our Lord, probably referring to both the 
Psalmist and Isaiah and identifying Himself 
as the Stone, gives this solemn warning: “And 
whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 
broken: but on whosoever it shall fall, it will 
grind him to powder.” 


Many today are stumbling over Christ. To 
do so without subsequent change and repentance 
means certain breaking. Pride of intellect, of 
culture, of power; any or all of these can lead 
men to stumble over Christ. But how utterly 
foolish for us to put anything ahead of Christ. 
Little wonder that some day such folly will 
be manifested and the offender broken. 


But when Christ’s relationship with man be- 
comes punitive, when he falls under His just 
condemnation and because of his hard and 
unrepentant heart receives in himself the judg- 
ment for his sins which Christ came to bear 
for him, how true that he shall be ground to 
powder. 


We should never forget that God is love and 
that He yearns for us to turn to Him. We 
should also remember that our God is a con- 
suming fire. 


We can receive Him as Redeemer, or, we may 
fall on Him and be broken, or, He mav fall on 
us and grind us to powder. 


—L.N.B. 





The Christian Century 


The Christian Century is the best known and 
probably the most outspoken organ of modern- 
ism in the United States. It is interesting to 
examine its standards of journalism, its propa- 
ganda techniques, and the accuracy of its re- 
porting. A recent issue brings to mind some 
earlier examples. 


In the issue of February 29, 1956, page 261, 
the Century referred to “the late and unlament- 
ed Laymen’s Committee.” The article asserted, 





' 


“Cut business and politics out of the Christian's | 
religious concern, and you have left faith dan- | 


gling ” and so on for several lines. How 
true this assertion is! It could not be truer. 
But a turn of the phrase can insinuate more 
than can be cleared up in a paragraph. Here 
the impression is given that the Laymen’s Com- 
mittee had advocated that Christians should 
pay no attention to business or politics. This 
insinuation is of course utterly false. 


There are a great number of shorter examples 
of biased language. The same issue speaks of 
“Billy Graham’s incredible gaff’; and the previ- 
ous issue declaimed against the “Creaking Mc- 
Carran Act.” 


In reporting the efforts of a Lutheran denomi- 
nation to maintain its doctrinal standards the 
Century of February 8, 1956, says, “early de- 
parters met a disgruntled visiting minister who 
had evidently had all he could take of the lec- 
ture going on inside. He could not see much 
sense or make much sense of the speeches.” Who 
was this visiting minister? If he happened to 
be the Century’s reporter, the statement no 
doubt is absolutely accurate; the Century hardly 
ever sees sense in maintaining standards of 
doctrinal purity; but this does not imply that 
the speeches made no sense. The Century con- 
tinues, “The preacher pulled out all the stops 
: The preacher used the communion 
table like a jury box the whole sorry 
sequel the desolating near-unanimity.” 
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Unintentionally no doubt, in spite of its pull- 
ing out its own stops, the Century lets slip the 
fact that the speeches made sense to nearly 
everybody present. 


One of the Century’s most contemptible 
articles appeared on February 1, 1956, entitled, 
Five Missionaries Die Needlessly. It states, ““The 
credit that is theirs does not automatic#y trans- 
fer to those who were responsible for sending 
them to their unnecessary deaths.” Of course 
it is completely true that their credit does not 
automatically transfer to anybody. But what 
of the insinuation that someone was responsible 
for sending them to their unnecessary deaths? 
Note the continuation. “The greater availability 
of funds for missionary purposes has resulted 
in the hasty organization of many ‘independent’ 
groups with a real or alleged missionary pur- 
pose.” Does not this suggest that the board 
under which these martyrs went out was hastily 
organized and that its missionary purpose was 
perhaps only allegedly missionary? No, the Cen- 
tury does not say this; but the Century gives 
this impression. It continues, “hundreds of poor- 
ly trained missionaries has immensely 
complicated the work of responsible boards. . . 
so-called Bible or independent churches 
shallowly conceived hardly more than 
rackets whose main purpose is to shake loose 
the dollars of credulous and uninformed peo- 
ple “ 


Can this biased ranting be considered other 
than contemptible? 

Something not so venomous, in fact something 
almost ludicrous, occurs in the current issue, 
February 20, 1957, page 222, column 2. “But 
what has this hard-core fundamentalism to say 
concerning Christ? Only that he was born of 
a Virgin and will reappear in a second coming, 
and that those two matters and no others are 
really essential to a valid allegiance to and faith 
in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. Nothing in 
his teaching, nothing in his death or resurrec- 
tion . . . is to be compared in importance 
to the two articles of the fundamentalist creed 
about Christ.” 


Now, this is news indeed. The fundamental- 
ists assert that the death and resurrection of 
Christ are not fundamentals; the substitutionary 
atonement and the bodily resurrection are not 
really essential. Fundamentalists have only two 
articles of faith: the Virgin Birth and the Sec- 
ond Coming. Well, that is two better than the 
Christian Century has, anyway. 


How can this nonsense be taken? Is it malevo- 
lence? Is it abysmal ignorance? Is it irresponsi- 
bility? Or is it just the modernist idea of good 
journalism? 


—G.H.C. 





Election and Christ: In Calvin 


It is quite popular for those who follow in 
the steps of Karl Barth to describe the place 
Calvin gives to Christ in election as inadequate. 
Now all the new light that diligent study can 
bring forth FROM THE WORD is to be wel- 
comed. But Barth himself once remarked that 
“Calvin is better than most.” In this matter 
also Calvin is better than most of us are. Ac 
cordingly, it is well to see what Calvin does 
say and examine ourselves to ascertain whether 
we are saying that much before blaming him 
for not saying more. 


In the first edition of the Institutes Calvin 
treats of predestination chiefly in relation to 
the Church. And the connection between the 
two is grounded in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ. The Church manifests eternal 
election only as she is the body of Christ, for 
election is election in Christ, who is the constant 
and unchangeable truth of the Father. The 
mystery of the eternal goodness of God unveiled 
in Christ leads to the judgment of charity con- 
cerning those who are not yet evidently believers. 


In the final edition of the Institutes Calvin 
relates election to Christ as true man, as true 
God, and as the Mediator. But whereas the 
emphasis falls for Barth on the true God-true 
man, it rests for Calvin on the Mediator. 


The brightest example of gratuitous election 


“The example of Christ ought at least to 
deter man from carelessly prating concerning 
this sublime mystery. A mortal man is con- 
ceived of the seed of David: to the merit of 
what virtues will they ascribe his being made, 
even in the womb, the Head of angels, the 
only-begotten Son of God, the Image and Glory 
of the Father, the light of righteousness and 
salvation of the world? There is the 
brightest example of gratuitous election in the 
Head of the Church himself that it may not 
perplex us in the members; that he did not 
become the Son of God by leading a righteous 
life, but was gratuitously invested with this high 
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honor, that he might afterwards render others 

= et . 
partakers of the gifts bestowed upon Him. 
Ill. xii.l. 


The Author of Election 


While as man, Christ is the brightest example 
of gracious election; as God he is at the same 
time the author of election. Thus, “Though 
Christ introduces himself in his mediatorial ca- 
pacity, yet he claims to himself the right of 
election in common with the Father. ‘I speak 
not of all,’ he says, ‘I know whom I have chosen’ 

they are distinguished not by the 
nature of their virtues, but by the decree of 
heaven Christ represents himself as 
the author of election God creates whom 
he chooses to be his children by gratuitous 
election.” IIT. xxii.7. 


The Material Cause and The Mirror of Election 


Fundamentally, Calvin thinks of Christ as 
the Mediator in whom the Father has chosen 
His people and through whom He brings them 
to Himself. “Paul says that the love which 
God has for us before the foundation of the 
world was founded on Christ,” Eph.1.4-5, 
II.xvi.4. “It is beyond all controversy that no 
man is loved but in Christ the Beloved 
Son in whom the love of the Father perpetually 
rests and then diffuses itself from Him to us, 
as Paul says that we are accepted in the Beloved,” 
Eph.1.6, IILii.32. “That material cause of 
eternal election and of the love which is now 
revealed is Christ the Beloved . by whom 
the love of God is communicated to us,” Com- 
mentary on Ephesians 1.5. “If we seek the 
fatherly clemency and propitious heart of God, 
our eyes must be directed to Christ, in whom 
alone the Father is well pleased. If we seek 
salvation, life, and the immortality of the 
heavenly Kingdom, recourse must be had to no 
other; for He alone is the Fountain of life, the 
Anchor of salvation, and the Heir of the king- 
dom of heaven But if we are chosen 
in Him, we shall find no assurance of our elec- 
tion in ourselves; nor even in God the Father, 
considered alone, abstractedly from the Son. 
Christ therefore is the mirror, in which it be- 
hooves us to contemplate our election, and here 
we may do it with safety. For as the Father 
has determined to unite to His Son, all who 
are the objects of His eternal choice, that he 
may have as his children, all that he recognizes 
among his members if we have com- 
munion with Christ we are written in the book 
of life Since our highest limit is found 
in Christ, we betray folly in seeking out of 
Him, that which we have already obtained in 
Him, and which can never be found anywhere 
else.” IIT. xxiv.5. 


—W.C.R. 
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Don’t Break the Sequence 


The best known verse in all of the Bible is 
John 3:16. In it is found a sequence and an 
objective which are minimized or altered to our 
own loss. 


In thig verse we see the love of God. We are 
told thaPit was God’s loving and yearning heart 
which motivated His plan for our redemption: 
“For God so loved the world.” 


Here we also see the deity of our Lord; that 
He was pre-existent with the Father and the 
only begotten Son of God: “that He gave His 
only begotten Son.” 


We also learn here the glorious fact that 
salvation is God's free gift to all who will accept 
it. The all-inclusive word, “whosoever,” means 
just what it says. God’s redeeming work is for 
all if they will but take it: “that whosoever.” 


Again, we learn here the vital place faith 
has in determining man’s eternal destiny. This 
hinges on our accepting in faith that which 
God has done for us. We can not understand 
it fully, nor can we adequately explain all that 
is involved, but God requires of us an act of 
obedience and trust which is faith: “believeth.” 


Here too is a flat statement that the state, 
direction and destiny of the unregenerate sin- 
ner is to perish. In other passages our Lord 
speaks of this as Hell. He came to rescue us 
from the certainty of eternal punishment: 
“shall not perish.” 


Finally, we find in this affirmation of our 
Lord the glorious hope of an eternity to be spent 
with Him. The hope of eternal life has been 
played down only too often. Some have failed 
to see that Christ did not come into the world 
primarily to make the world a better place in 
which to live. A change and improvement in 
world conditions is a by-product in the lives 
of redeemed men. The fruits of the Christian 
faith are glorious, but they are fruits, not the 
roots. Our Lord’s primary objective in coming 
into this world was to save us from our sins 
and to thereby give us eternal life: “but have 
everlasting life.” 


Within this one glorious verse is to be found 
the very heart of the Gospel message, a message 
all need to hear, to believe and to live by. 

—L.N.B. 





Son of Man 


By Ralph Brewer 


Did you know that Jesus has fifty titles in 
the Bible? We know Him best as Christ, The 
Messiah, Son of God, Lord, Redeemer and The 
Good Shepherd, but these are only a few. Some 
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people who love Him prefer the Lamb of God, 
King of Kings or the Bright and Morning Star. 
Do you know Jesus’ favorite name for himself? 
It was Son of Man, used 80 times in the Gospels. 
And you will find it in the Old Testament in 
Daniel 7 and 14. 


John the Baptist, the Apostle John, Mark, 
Peter, Martha and the angel Gabriel all called 
Him the Son of God. Thirty times he is re- 
ferred to in the Gospels by this name. He was 
both Son of God and Son of Man. 


Aside from the divine titles, Jesus said of 
himself: “I am the truth,” “I am the way,” “I 
am the door,” “I am the bread of life,” “I 
am the resurrection,” and it may surprise you, 
once in John 4:25-26, He admitted He was 
the Messiah! 


“He that hath seen me hath seen the Father,” 
Jesus declared, so Christ, Our Lord, became 
man to offer mankind forgiveness of sins and 
He died that we might have life eternal. As 
a Man, it was this role of Son of Man that 


He liked best, and both Man and Son of God 
He chose to offer man the Truth and Bread 
of Life. 


Earth-bound man may not comprehend or 
understand God or the Holy Spirit, but here 
was a fellow creature who described himself 
as Son of Man who mended broken bodies, 
cured the sick, gave sight to the blind and 
raised the dead. 


The crowds on the dusty roads in Galilee 
could appreciate miracles even though their lit- 
tle minds often did not understand His words 
or His ministry. They knew He was a great 
Teacher and as Son of Man under His ever- 
lasting arms He was their brother and pro- 
tector. 


Regardless of the role or title, many did not 
know His true identity. Today we know. We 
have no excuse. When He speaks to us it is 
not necessary for us to act like Paul, crying, 
“Lord, who art thou?” We know His voice. 
It is the Master speaking. 





The Worker More Than The Work 


(Part One) 


By Dr. F. L. Chapell 


(Late Dean of Gordon Missionary Training School) 


Here is expressed a thought which may be new to 
many of us who think of ourselves as striving Christians, 
meeting many obstacles in our efforts to be faithful in 
service to our Master. Some cherished goals we seem 
to never reach. In the article which follows, Dr. Chapell 
has offered what I would call “The Antidote to Dis- 
couragement.”’ Discouragement can be devastating. Like 
a black cloud it can obscure the very promises of God. 
Here is truth that will help to dispel the cloud and 
let the sun come shining through. It will be divided 
into two parts. Following is Part One—W.CS. 


God’s purpose in calling us to be laborers to- 
gether with Him during this present age is not 
simply that the apparent work which He sets 
before us may be accomplished. It is rather, 
that, in the accomplishment of this work, we 
may be prepared for our chief and ultimate 
service in the age to come. 


ut too often men, judging simply from the 
narrow view of the present time, suppose that 
the present conquest of evil and the immediate 
establishment of righteousness in the earth are 
the main objects God now has in calling us 
into His service. This they conceive is the work 
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He has given us to do. But if this were the 
chief thing in view He could more easily accom- 
plish it by other and better agents. He could 
set His own hand to it more vigorously, and 
call in more supernatural agents than He now 
does. 


All power is in His hand, and He has but to 
use it to bring about the result. There is a time 
coming when He will arise in His might and 
make short work in the earth. And if the im- 
mediate rooting out of sin and the establish- 
ment of righteousness were the chief things to 
be accomplished, He might thus arise at once 
and speedily work this short and radical work. 
But evidently this is not His chief aim at present. 
And unless we discern what the real end is, 
which He has in view, we wonder as we behold 
the long and dreary reign of sin, and survey 
the vast extent of the misery and sorrow that 
abound in the earth. We are ready to cry, “How 
long, O Lord!” We wonder why He that hath 
the keys of death and hell does not turn them 
in the lock—why He that hath the residue of 
the Spirit does not pour it out upon the earth. 
Or, looking at our great Example, we ask: if 


PAGE 5 





work were the chief thing, why did He spend 
the greater part of His life on earth without 
working? Why did He give only about three of 
His thirty-three years to work; and why did He 
allow Himself to be cut off at so early an age, 
when, apparently, He was best fitted to work? 
Or, further yet, following the history of the 
church, why was Stephen, when full of faith 
and the Holy Ghost, and doing wonderful 
works, cut off so soon, and why have so many 
of the rarest workers been cut down so pre- 
maturely? Why, then, are al! ihese things as 
they are? 


We do not presume to give ail the reasons 
of God’s administration when He Himself does 
not give account of His matters. But one evident 
reason we can see. And this one is that the 
worker is more than the work—that character 
is more than mere deeds—that the doer is more 
than the things done. It is the character more 
than the deeds of the church that God now 
contemplates, since her chief sphere of service 
is to be in the ages to come. The present age is 
disciplinary rather than executive. We are dis- 
ciples, that is, learners, more than we are work- 
ers, at present. Is it not modern self-importance 
that has set the name “workers” above that of 
“disciples”? To be sure we are workers, but this 
is largely because the work may be necessary 
to learning, since there are some lessons that 
can be best learned in work. We are workers 
in order that we may be learners, in order that 
we may be fully equipped for the age to come. 
When our character is perfected our present 
age work is largely done, even though we may 
seem to have accomplished so little in the way 
of pulling down the strongholds of Satan or in 
building up the cause of God. The Saviour 
could say, “I have finished the work Thou 
gavest me to do,” even when His whole nation 
was rejecting Him, and His own chosen apostles 
were forsaking and denying Him. He was One 
in whom the Father was well pleased, notwith- 
standing the world was not won to God. So 
also, Paul could rejoice when nearly all his fel- 
low-laborers had forsaken him, and apostasy was 
creeping into all the churches he had founded, 
for he had kept the faith. His boast was not 
what he had achieved in the way of work, but 
what he had come to be in the way of character. 


(Part Il Next Week) 


A Modern Approach in Missions 


It was a village in north central Korea. A 
large number of children and adults were gath- 
ered about a small truck atop which were 
megaphones of sound equipment. Hanging 
from the side of the truck was a large colored 
picture of the outline of a human heart. 





Careful examination of the picture revealed 
within the heart the figure of Satan with a 
spear directed at the drawing of a human eye. 
Around Satan were the figures of a peacock, 
a goat, a pig, a turtle, a tiger, a serpent and 
a toad. At the top of the V of the heart was 
a picture of a Korean boy, while to the left 
of his face was an open Bible and to the right 
a dove with outspread wings. 


The speaker began by pointing to each of 
the figures within the heart outline, explaining 








that the eye represented the ever-present eye 
of God, the peacock the sin of pride, the goat 
the sin of lack of restraint, the pig the sin 
of gluttony, the turtle the sin of laziness, the 
tiger the sin of anger and revenge, the serpent 
the sin of envy and deception, and the toad 
the sin of filth and gossip. Then he added 
that the Word of God seeks entrance into the 
sinful heart, and that when the Word is received 
in sincerity all the types of sin will flee, with 
Christ taking up His abode in the heart. 


Another picture was then shown, a picture of 
the heart with all of the animals, the serpent, 
the turtle and the peacock on the outside of 
the heart, while within appeared a cross, the 
open Bible, the dove, a pair of opened lips and 
a clear eye. 


The worker was using the famed “Heart of 
Pak” booklet, one of the most potent aids to 
missionary work. The little booklet of 24 pages 
is profusely illustrated with pictures, while the 
text material very clearly explains the full plan 
of salvation. The booklets are published and 
supplied free of charge to missionaries by the 
Bible Meditation League of Columbus, Ohio. 


Our own Joe Hopper in Korea is using hun- 
dreds of thousands of these booklets, and with 
their aid has been able to supply his many 
associates and national workers which has er- 
abled them to win many, many souls to Christ. 
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Writing to one of his friends a few months 
ago, Mr. Hopper stated: “I will write Dr. Fal- 
kenberg and tell him of our opportunities and 
needs. Naturally in the distribution of litera- 
ture of this sort the sky is the limit as to how 
much we can use, but I will try to show him 
as clearly as possible our needs.” 


On the same day Mr. Hopper wrote to Dr. 
Falkenberg, the president of the League, in 
part as follows: “During evangelistic campaigns 
we received considerable quantities of The 
Heart of Pak booklets from Bob Rice, but they 
were really far less than the total needed. Mr. 
Rice is currently having printed for you 200,000 
here in anticipation of the total of 600,000 to 
be printed for use in this area.” (Ed. The 
League has now printed more than four million 
copies for Korea.) 


Then Mr. Hopper adds: “The area of our 
mission work covers North and South Chulla 
provinces, South Choon-chung province and 
Cheju Island. The total population of this area 
is about seven million. No reliable figures are 
available as to how many have been reached 
with the Gospel message, but my estimate is 
that perhaps 2% are in active connection with 
the church. I think it is safe to say that at 
least five million know virtually nothing of 
the Gospel or have never heard of it at all. 
Each of us missionaries is in contact with scores 
of country churches, and leaders throughout 
these provinces come to us with appeals for 
gospel literature which we give to them as long 
as we have supplies. I myself am in regular 
contact with about 150 small churches in an 
area with a population of about one million, 
so you can see that we can use all of this type 
of material you can supply. The Koreans are 
great readers, and will read whatever we can 
give them.” 


Mr. Hopper’s comment concerning local Ko- 
rean leaders is most interesting, as probably 
ninety per cent of the services held with the 
aid of “The Heart of Pak” booklets are held 
among the five million who “know virtually 
nothing of the Gospel or have never heard of 
it at all.” The scene described im the opening 
paragraphs above was one where a Korean na- 
tional Christian was holding the meeting, there- 
by supplementing the ministry of the mission- 
aries. 


“The Heart of Pak” story was born for Korea 
in response to the pleading of an outstanding 
missionary of that land. From it grew the trans- 
lation into languages other than Korean. Today 
it is used in English in many States of our 
nation, especially in Child Evangelism classes. 
For South America it is the Spanish “The Heart 
of Pedro,” for Germany “The Heart of Hans,” 
for Japan “The Heart of Jiro,” for Indonesia 
“The Heart of Adjang,” and on and on, the 
total printing in various languages now exceed- 
ing ten million copies, all provided free to the 
Christian workers. The Bible Meditation 
League, Box 477, Columbus 16, Ohio, has of- 
fered to send sample copies to anyone who 
makes request for same. 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, March 17, Acts 17:1-9. Notice the 
missionary methods used by Paul and Silas in 
Thessalonica (vv.1-3). Where did they preach? 
What message did they proclaim? What was 
the basis of their authority? Did they appeal 
to the emotions or to the intellect? How does 
the list of those who received the Gospel (v.4) 
stand in contrast to the place where it was 
preached (v.1)? Notice the extent of the meas- 
ures the Jews took to stop the preaching of 
the Gospel (vv.5-7)? What do their charges 
against Paul and Silas indicate of their attitude 
toward the Gospel (vv.6-7)? Based upon a pres- 
entation of the Gospel that was founded in 
the Scriptures and centered in Christ, the Chris- 
tians in Thessalonica, in the face of persecution 
and without a primarily emotional appeal, 
formed one of the strongest of the New Testa- 
ment churches 


Monday, March 18, Amos 5:11-15. Amos had 
a difficult task as he proclaimed God’s truth 
to the nation of Israel. What was the people’s 
attitude toward the prophets of God (v.10)? 
What was their chief purpose in living (6:1-6)? 
Was there any lack of religious ceremonies 
among the people (5:21-23)? What did God 
desire more than the observance of religious 
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services (vv.4,6) ? How should their religion have 
been manifested in their daily lives (vv.1la,12b, 
14-15,24) ? What was to be the end of those who 
were interested only in “gracious living” (5:11; 
6:1,4,7) ? of those who sought the Lord and His 
ways (vv.14b,15b) ? If Amos stood in the pulpit 
of your church, in what particular aspects would 
he be likely to proclaim the same message to 
your congregation that he spoke to the people 
of Israel? 


Tuesday, March 19, Hebrews 13:7-16. The 
author of Hebrews warns his readers of false 
Jewish teachers who say that a person grows 
in grace through the eating of certain sacrificial 
foods taken from the altar (v.9). He states 
that the altar to which the Christian comes when 
he approaches God does not contain sacrificial 
meats, etc., but has been sprinkled by the blood 
of Christ (vv.11-12). The author is using 
figurative language as he speaks in terms of 
the Old Testament tabernacle. A person is 
strengthened in grace by coming to Christ him- 
self (vv.12-13). The sacrifice that is truly pleas- 
ing to God is that of a grateful and giving 
heart (vv.15-16). Do you seek to grow in grace 
by engaging or not engaging in certain external 
practices, or simply by yielding yourself to the 
living Christ? 


Wednesday, March 20, Luke 4:16-30. Notice 
the great miracles Jesus performed everywhere 
- except in Nazareth where he grew up (vv.16, 
25b,31-34). What attitude did the people’s re- 
actions (v.22; Matt. 13:54-57) manifest when 
Jesus read from Isaiah (vv.17-20) and made 
the pronouncement of v.21? How did the mir- 
acles (v.23) and the pronouncement of v.21 
produce a concept of Jesus that differed from 
the picture of the carpenter’s son the people 
were used to (vv.22b, Matt. 13:54-56)? Verses 
25-27 tell of one of the few times Jesus delib- 
erately used examples of God’s blessings upon 
Gentiles rather than upon Jews. Notice v.24 
and Matt. 13:58 for clues as to why He did 
this. What was the cause of the unbelief of 
the people of Nazareth? Have familiar concepts 
of Christ become so trite to you that you have 
become blind to the realitv that He could be 
in vour life? 


Thursday, March 21, Luke 10:29-37. Most 
of Jesus’ parables have but one point; the 
details are usually not to be used as symbols. 
What question provoked the story of the Good 
Samaritan (v.29)? With what motive was it 
asked (v.29)? Notice also the motive behind 
the question of v.25. What central point did 
Jesus make in the story of vv.30-362 Do you 
think Jesus would have used Jewish religious 
leaders as villians (vv.31-32) and a despised 
Samaritan as the hero of the story (vv.33-34) 
if the Jewish lawyer had asked the question of 
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v.29 sincerely? Notice how Jesus used the ques- 
tion of v.36 to get behind the lawyer’s pride to 
his real need (v.37). When we come to Christ, 
we must come to Him as we are, with no pre- 
tense of a righteousness of our own. 


Friday, March 22, Romans 15:18-21. What 
missionary work has Paul already accomplished 
when he wrote the Christians in Rome (vv.18- 
19)? Notice especially what had been accom- 
plished in men’s lives (v.18b). What had been 
the secret of the success of Paul’s ministry (v.17- 
19)? What were Paul’s future plans  (vv.23- 
28)? God overruled the plans even of such a 
person as the Apostle Paul. Paul went to Jeru- 
salem (vv.25-27), but spent the next two years 
in a Roman prison in Palestine (v.28; Acts 
24:27). He finally got to Rome (Acts 28:15-16), 
but, as far as we know, he never arrived in 
Spain (vv.24,28). We are completely dependent 
upon the Lord to give us opportunities and 
grace to do His work. Do you seek to do Chris- 
tian work for Christ, or do you look to Him 
to work through you? 


Saturday, March 23, Matthew 11:2-6). John 
the Baptist was a mighty preacher of repentance 
(3:1-6). When Jesus came on the scene, John 
proclaimed Him as “the Lamb of God which 
takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) 
and bowed out in humility before Him (3:11, 
14). John also thought that judgment would 
be a major aspect of Jesus’ mission (3:11-12). 
What thoughts evidently plagued John as he 
heard of Jesus’ ministry from his prison (vv. 
2-3)? What lesson would John learn from 
Jesus’ reply (vv.4-6)? List the miracles Jesus 
mentioned (v.5). How would they give evi- 
dence of His Messiahship (John 9:30-33) ? What 
would the last statement of v.5 add? The cen- 
tral message we now proclaim about the earthly 
ministry of Christ is that of mercy and not 
judgment. Judgment will come when Christ 
returns (25:31-33). 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 17 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Authority Of Jesus 


Background Scripture: Matthew 21:12 - 22:46 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 53:10-12 


The authority of Jesus is the authority of God, for Jesus is the Second Person of the Trinity, the 
Son of God. He has the authority to teach, to heal, to cast out demons, to forgive sins. In all His 
words and works He is speaking and acting with the full authority of God. This truth is fully estab- 
lished by our lesson material and Background Scripture. It was the stubborn unbelief and refusal 
of the Jewish leaders to recognize this fact that made their sin so heinous and inexcusable. Much 


of our Background Scripture is related to the 
central thought of the lesson: the authority of 
Jesus. 


I. The Triumphal Entry into the City of 
Jerusalem: 21:1-11. 


I wish to include these verses for they make 
a good introduction to our lesson. Jesus sent 
two of His disciples into the village to make 
preparation for this magnificent display of His 
authority as the Coming King. This whole scene 
would have been a meaningless pageantry unless 
back of it was His right to thus ride in triumph 
into the city of the King. He allowed the multi- 
tudes to acclaim Him as the Messiah, and shout 
their praise, and spread their garments in His 
path and branches of palm trees. I will not 
linger on this scene, as we have often studied 
it in other lessons, but it very naturally leads 
up to the other events in these chapters. He 
had the authority, the right, to thus ride into 
the city; He was their King. 


Il. “By what authority doest thou these 


things?” 12-27. 


He went into the temple and cast out all 
those who bought and sold. He had done this 
before, in the early days of His ministry. (See 
John 3:13-22). It does not take men long to 
go back to their old sinful practices. It is 
easy to profane the house of God. In_ this 
first case He had been questioned and asked 
lor a sign. 

This time, the blind and the lame come to 
Him, but the proud Pharisees, scribes, and Sad- 
ducees were “moved with indignation.” He 
went back to Bethany to lodge for the night, 
and in the morning he “curses” the barren 
lig tree. This was a symbolic act of judgment, 
an act of judicial authority, and pointed to 
the barren nation of Israel, and the coming 
judgment upon her, because of her unbelief 
and fruitlessness. 
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When He comes again to the temple His 
enemies are ready with their question, By what 
authority doest thou these things? They were 
taken by surprise the day before, but now they 
begin their barrage of questions which con- 
tinues for some time. Jesus answers his critics 
with His usual Heavenly wisdom by asking 
them a question which He knew they would 
be afraid to answer : The baptism of John, 
whence was it? from heaven, or of men? They 
were shrewd enough to see that either way they 
answered, they would be caught; so they said, 
We cannot tell. Then Jesus said, neither tell 
[ you by what authority I do these things. When 
men are determined not to believe there is 
no use wasting words upon them. I fear that 
some of our modern unbelievers are in this 
class. 


Jesus now proceeds with some parables which 
were directly pointed toward these hardhearted 
unbelievers and critics. 


Ill. Some Pointed Parables: 21:28; 22:14. 
1. Parable of the Two Sons: 21:28-32. 


A certain man had two sons. He came to 
the first and said, Son, go work today in my 
vineyard. He answered, I will not; but after- 
wards repented, and went. When he approached 
the second son with the same command, he 
said, I go, sir, and went not. Then He makes 
them answer the question, Whether of the twain 
did the will of his father? They say, The first. 
He then drives home the point of the story; 
the publicans and harlots would go into the 
kingdom before these unbelieving and impeni- 
tent Pharisees and scribes. There is a lesson 
for us too in this parable. We who have been 
brought up in Christian homes and attend 
church, are prone to say, I will do, or I will 
say, and then put off the doing and saying, 
while some great sinner will suddenly change 
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and put us to shame by the earnestness of his 
endeavors. 


2. Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen: 
21:33-46. 


This is a longer story and even more pointed 
as we see from verse 45 : it penetrated their 
thick “skulls and skin,” and they perceived that 
He had spoken it against them. It is interest- 
ing to compare this parable with the “Song 
of the Vineyard” as we find it in Isaiah, chapter 
five. Both tell the story of Israel’s history and 
her departure from God. The householder sent 
servant after servant — the prophets — and 
these had been treated shamefully. Now he 
sends his son, saying, they will reverence my 
son. The prophets had some authority as the 
messengers of God; the Son had even greater 
authority. The reaction of the wicked husband- 
men to the Son is more violent: they said, 
This is the heir; let us kill him and the inheri- 
tance will be ours. Back of all the opposition 
of these Jewish leaders is this feeling of envy 
and greed. In the Song of the Vineyard it is 
the character of the fruit — wild grapes — 
that is stressed; here it is the attitude of the 
men who had charge of the vinevard. Israel 
sinned in both ways. Not even these “thick- 
skinned” scribes and Pharisees could fail to see 
and feel the point of this parable. It angered 
them. 


Again, He makes them pronounce their own 
doom. What will He do unto these husband- 
men? He asks. Thev sav, He will destroy these 
wicked men and will let out his vineyard to 
others. Jesus refers them to an Old Testament 
prophecy, (Psalm 118:22), and tells them plain- 
ly that the kingdom of God will be taken from 
them and given to a nation bringing forth the 
fruits thereof. All of us Gentiles realize how 
truly this prophecy has been fulfilled. One 
thing amazes me today : the adamant attitude 
of practically all the Jews even now when Chris- 
tianity has proved itself. What a glorious day 
it would be if the veil could be removed from 
the poor blind Jews and they would accept 
Christ as their Messiah! 


3. Parable of the Marriage Feast: 22:1-14. 


The kingdom of heaven is often spoken of 
as a “feast.” This was the figure Isaiah used 
when he cried, Ho, everyone that thirsteth, 
Come ye to the waters — Come, buy wine and 
milk without money, etc. Compare this story 
with Luke 14:15-24. Those invited in Luke 
made excuses for not coming: These “made 
light of it and went their ways,” and some 
went so far as to mistreat the messengers. The 
king destroyed these murderers, and then com- 
mands his servants to go out into the highways 
and bid them come. And the wedding was 
furnished with guests. 
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The incident in verses 11-14 seems strange, 
but we must remember that this “wedding gar- 
ment” was furnished by the host, and it was 
sheer carelessness on the part of the man who 
was found “without a wedding garment.” The 
invitation is for all, and all are welcome, but 
we must all come in the right way. No man 
would think of attending a wedding in his old 
work clothes; we all dress up for an occasion of 
this kind. Be sure to come with reverence and 
godly fear; we are coming to the greatest mar- 
riage feast, the marriage of the Lamb. 

IV. Some questions: 22:15-46. 

This day which Jesus spent in controversy 
with the Jewish leaders has been called, “The 
Day of Questions.” Three of these questions 
are asked by His enemies who are seeking to 
trap Him, and the last one is asked by Jesus. 

1. Question of the Pharisees and Herodtans: 

15-22. 

The Pharisees, Herodians, and Sadducees 
hated each other, but they hated Jesus even 
more, and so they combined in their attack 
upon Him. They come with a question which 
they are sure will get Him into trouble, no 
matter which way He answers it. They begin 
with smooth words, and then ask, Is it lawful 
to give tribute to Caesar, or not. Jesus, with 
His heaven-born wisdom, saw through their trap, 
and said, Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites? 
Show me the tribute money. Then He makes 
His great reply, Render unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that 
are God’s, laying down the great principle of 
Separation of Church and State. 


2. Question of the Sadducees: 23-33. 


They were the skeptics of that day and did 
not believe in the resurrection, angels or spirits. 
A woman is supposed to have had seven hus- 
bands, one after the other, and they ask, In the 
resurrection, whose wife shall she be? He tells 
them that they are ignorant both as to the 
Scriptures and the power of God, and proves 
His point from the Old Testament; God is not 
the God of dead people, but living. 

3. Question of the Lawyer: 34-40. 

This was asked to make trial of Him. His 
answer is the Summary of the Law. 

4. The question of Jesus: 41-46. 

He not only answers all their questions, but 
puts them to silence by this question. It may 


well silence all who doubt His authority as 
Son of God. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 17 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Birth Of A Mission 


Scripture: Acts 1:1-1] 


Suggested Hymns: 
“I Love To Tell The Story” 
“Where Cross The Crowded Ways Of Life” 
“We've A Story To Tell To The Nations” 


Suggestions for Program Leader: 

(It will mean much to your program if you 
can find someone with first-hand knowledge 
of the Belgian Congo to present this informa- 
tion about the new station at Leopoldville. 
Any missionaries who are now or were formerly 
in the Congo, or their close relative, could lead 
this program for you. Try to have a reasonably 
large map of the Belgian Congo posted before 
the group so that the speaker or speakers may 
point out the location of the older stations in 
the Kasai region and the new station at Leopold- 
ville. If you receive a special offering, do it 
at the end of the program. Whether you receive 
a special offering or set aside a portion of your 
regular budget for this financial objective, be 
sure to have a prayer of dedication for your 
gifts.) 


Leader’s Introduction: 

In this program we are considering the second 
of our 1957 Financial Objectives. This year 
we have five special objectives instead of four, 
as in former years, so that is the reason for 
having two “objective” programs in one quarter. 


The purpose of this project is to help with 
the building of new churches in the city of 
Leopoldville, which is the capital of the Belgian 
Congo. Our speakers will tell us something 
about this great African city and will explain 
the special reasons for building churches there. 


First Speaker: 

Most of you know already that the Presby- 
terian Church has a very successful mission work 
in the Belgian Congo, which is in the very heart 
of Africa. If you do know that, it may seem 
strange to you that we should be making so 
much fuss about building churches in Leopold- 
ville which is the capital city of that country. 
You will notice on the map, however, that our 
older mission stations are separated by a con- 
siderable distance from Leopoldville. Our mis- 
sion territory has always been the Kaisai region 
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of the Congo, which is very primitive and quite 
remote from the city life of Leopoldville. City 
mission work is a new thing for Presbyterians 
in the Congo. 


It may come as a surprise to some that central 
Africa actually has a large modern city. Leopold- 
ville is such a city. In many respects it is more 
up to date than American cities because it has 
been built more recently. Forty years ago it 
was about what most of us would expect an 
African village to be. Today it is a thriving 
city with 350,000 inhabitants. Most of its citizens 
are Congolese, with only 22,000 whites living 
there. 


The city was named for King Leopold of 
Belgium. As you know, the Congo is a Belgian 
colony, and in contrast to the grave unrest in 
other African countries, the Congo is relatively 
peaceful. This is due in large part to wise and 
fair management by the Belgian government. 


Leopoldville is a center of production and 
transportation for the whole country. The mighty 
Congo River becomes navigable at Leopoldville, 
and has long served as the main artery to bring 
the life of the country into the city. Now new 
factories are springing up over the city and an 
airport is under construction which is claimed 
to be the largest commercial airport in the 
world. Literally thousands of substantial, low- 
cost houses are being built as the city grows 
larger and larger. It is in such a situation that 
our church opened a new mission work in 1955. 


Second Speaker: 

Someone may ask if Leopoldville had any 
Christian mission work before 1955, and if so, 
why did our church feel constrained to enter 
the field. In answer to those questions we would 
have to say that there have been Christian mis- 
sionaries and Christian churches in Leopoldville 
for many years. Our church sent some of its 
missionaries into Leopoldville because the Amer- 
ican Baptists, who had been there for many 
years, urged them to come. 


Here in our own country we have long been 
faced with the problem of a shifting population. 
For years people have been moving from rural 
areas to the cities, and now they are moving from 
the centers of the cities to the outskirts. As the 
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people have moved, the church has sought to 
move with them. That is exactly what is taking 
place in the Belgian Congo. More and more 
people are leaving the primitive, tribal villages 
of the Congo and making their homes in the 
Congo’s most important city, Leopoldville. Edu- 
cation received in the mission schools has fitted 
many Africans for city employment, and city 
employment means better wages and higher stan- 
dards of living. —The movement of population 
to Leopoldville has taken place more rapidly 
than the Christian workers there could reach 
the new people. The Presbyterian church re- 
sponded to the call for help, and we now have 
eight missionaries assigned to the work in 
Leopoldville. 

Third Speaker: 

What can we do to help our missionaries 
in Leopoldville? Before we answer that ques- 
tion, let us try to get an idea of the size of 
their task. When the work was first begun, 
each missionary couple was assigned a territory 
containing 30,000 unchurched people. Some of 
these people had received Christian training 
in interior mission stations, but there were no 
churches for them in Leopoldville. It is the 
task of the missionaries to lead out in provid- 
ing the churches. So far, only temporary struc- 
tures with open sides and crude benches are 
available. The crying need is for permanent 
church buildings and several of them. That is 
where our gifts come in. The money we give 
will be used in the construction of church build- 
ings in Leopoldville. 

Communism is making a strong bid for the 
loyalty of all Africans. We have here a wonder- 
ful opportunity to claim some of them for 
Christ and His church. Let us be generous in 
our giving and faithful in our prayers. 
Offering 
Prayer of Dedication 


AUTHORS WANTED 
BY N.Y. PUBLISHER 





of tl 
publishers is seeking manuscripts of all types—fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry. Special ttention to new writers. 
If your work is ready for publication, send for booklet 
SJ—ir’s fr Vantage Press, 120 W. 31st St., New 
York 1. 
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Create a Living Memorial! 


There is a growing Christian practice of 
creating a living memorial that actively 
works, down through the years, spreading 
the Gospel to those who otherwise would 
not receive it. 


A lasting Fund may be created with the 
Board of World Missions through the do- 
nation of a sum of money either in your 
own name or in that of a loved one whom 
you wish to be remembered. 


The amount you give may be large or small 
—the sentiment is the same. Permanent 
funds may be started with a small amount 
and additional deposits made from time to 
time as convenient. The annual income 
which the Board receives on your gift will 
help pay the expenses of missionaries in 
foreign fields. 


We will be happy to help you establish a 
permanent fund on our books to your com- 
plete satisfaction. Just write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


BRoarD OF WorRLD Missions 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 






POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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A One-Minute Message on Stewardship 
MARCH 


“Winning souls to Christ is the business of 
every Christian laid upon him by his Lord. 
Evangelism is the “telling of that good news.” 
Bearing witness to the faith is the primary re- 
sponsibility of every Christian. Personal wit- 
nessing includes such vital areas as: helping 
canvass the neighborhood for unchurched peo- 
ple; visiting church prospects to bring to them 
a testimony of Christian faith and an invitation 
to church services; distributing tracts as oppor- 
tunities present themselves. 


With Paul our passion and delight must be 
to spend and be spent in giving all for the 
sake of Christ and lost souls. 


God tells us definitely that He will be with 
us and fill our lives with divine power through 
witnessing. Discouragements are a sign that the 
devil is tempting us to weaken in our zeal to 
proclaim Christ among the unchurched. Per- 
sonal soul winning is likely to be difficult for 
us because we lack a childlike trust in God. 
We are apt to think that the entire duty is 
ours and so we easily lose courage and heart. 
But when we bear in mind that one hundred 
per cent of the conversion of a sinner to Christ 
is by the working of the Holy Spirit and that 
we are but His mouth piece, we will lose our 
fears and hesitancy. We can give the world the 
Christ it needs, we cannot give it more, and 
we dare not give it less, “Let the redeemed of 
the Lord say so” (Psalm 107:2). 


—March talk from “Investing Your Life” 
by W. J. Werning. 





Alcoholism a Disease? 


In a recent article by Mrs. Mann, she relates 
her experiences as an alcoholic. She says, “I 
well remember when I was hopelessly in the 
grip of the vicious disease of alcoholism.” 


We agree that the word “vicious” is correct, 
but we believe the word “disease” as applied to 
alcoholism is a misnomer. If alcoholism is a 
disease: 


1. It is the only disease that is contracted by 
an act of will. 


2. It is the only disease that requires a license 
to propagate it. 
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3. It is the only disease in which the “germ,” 
alcohol, is bottled and sold as a beverage. 


4. It is the only disease that requires nearly 
500,000 outlets for its spread to those possessed 
of a deadly thirst for it. 


5. It is the only disease that is habit forming. 
6. It is the only disease that produces crime. 


7. It is the only disease which places revenue 
dollars on the eyes of a nation’s dead conscience. 


8. It is the only disease for which over nine 
billion dollars is spent to “catch” it. 


9. It is the only disease against which woe 
is pronounced and is classified as a bar to heaven. 


10. It is the only disease without a germ or 
virus cause, and for which there is no corrective 
medicine. 


There is a cure—total abstinence—through the 


help of God. 
—Mrs. M. B. Briggs 





My Code for Christian Living 
as a Homemaker 


I choose for the motto of my life: “I have 
set the Lord always before me; because He is 
at my right hand, I shall not be moved.” 
Psalms 16:8. 


1. Prayer—With the waking moments of each 
day I will commit myself and my loved ones 
into God’s hands for His direction and guidance. 


2. Family Altar—I will arrange to have a 


family altar at the time most convenient to my 
household. 


3. Meditation—I will endeavor to have for 
myself a period of quiet meditation and prayer 
each day. 


4. Practice the Presence of God—I will en- 
deavor to create for my home a Christian atmos 
phere where the presence of God becomes a 
living reality to each member of the family and 
to everyone who comes within my doors. (I 
will accomplish this purpose through conversa- 
tions and attitudes of the family, books and 
other literature in the home, music, pictures 
entertainment, and hospitality.) 


5. Serenity—I will try to keep myself serene 
so that my home will be a place of peace and 
happiness for all. 
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6. Calmness—I will pray that God will over- 
rule the interruptions of the day that they may 
redound to His glory. 


7. Express love—I will seek to give each child 
my personal attention so that each one will have 
a sense of security and of belonging. I will 
endeavor to cultivate a deep love and under- 
standing of my husband and each member of 
my family, not allowing myself to become irri- 
table or overwrought or nagging and thus destroy 
the harmony of the home. 


8. Outreach and citizenship—I will be inter- 
ested in my neighbors and my community and 
my nation, and will take an active part in 
constructive measures toward the building of 
a better nation and a better world — politics, 
PTA, duties as a citizen. 


9. Public worship—I will take an active part 
in the work of the church and will encourage 
my family to be active participants in its life 
and work. 


10. Christian example—I will endeavor to 
teach my family the Christian way, not by pre- 
cept alone, but by Christian example as well. 


11. Christian Growth—I will endeavor to 
keep my mind and spirit alive and growing 
toward Christ-likeness and Christian maturity. 


12. Christian Witness—I will endeavor to be 
so genuinely Christian that in all my contacts 
with my fellow beings, I will be a true witness of 
Jesus Christ and His redeeming power. 





— Afterglow — 


Far in the west the blazing sun hangs low, 

His rays yet full and strong from out his fiery 
heart 

In his last effort ere the night’s embrace 

Shall end his passion, and his brilliant gaze 

Must falter and fail, and at last be merged 

Into the sable draperies that veil 

And then eclipse his strength. 


"Tis even so, methought, and sadly turned 
While yet it was so strong, so bright, so warm 
Transforming all the weary world for me, 
Illuminating all my path— 

Her life went out in such a little while 

And never nearness so complete, so full had been 
As in the days, those last bright days 

Before she fell asleep. 


But lo! I looked, and the sun was hid— 

Yet from the billowy steeps down which he ran 

Came shimmering through the heated, weary air, 

Long beams of mellow light, 

Falling like cooling rain upon the hills 

And resting lovingly on all the land, 

Those prismal lights, subdued and low, 

The Crowning beauty of the sun’s short day— 
The Afterglow. 
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O tired heart of mine: 

When thou art quiet grown, 

The wondrous warmth and comfort of her life 
will steal 

Back from the shadowy gates which do but hide 

Her face, her form from my despairing eyes. 

But that which made her life the poem that 
it was, 

That vital, magic, potent charm, will stay 

And fall athwart my path adown the years, 

And thou wilt say (is it not so?) 

The loveliest part of life, as that of day, is 

Afterglow! 


—E. Grace Updegraff 
On the death of her mother 





WITNESS 


This is in truth the Christ. 
I know. For He has closely walked with me. 
More surely than the day’s light have I known 
His presence, near in utmost verity. 
I doubt not sunrise when the sun I see, 
And this I know: He is the Christ, and He 
Is Christ alone. 


The Christ, the Son of God. 
I, poor in knowledge, can this truth proclaim— 
He is the sum of living and of light. 
For I have seen Him like a whitening flame 
In hearts of those who name His holy Name; 
Have seen Him give His healing to the lame, 
To blind ones, sight. 


Yes, this is He, the Christ. 
I saw. This is the record that I bear. 
I will not reason with you of His grace; 
Nor argue of the why, and when, and where. 
This is my record. This I do declare— 
I know Him. In my need I found Him there, 
And saw His face. 


—By Nell Latham 





Seedlings of Alcoholism 


Declaring that moderate drinkers will never give 
the support necessary to make a law succeed in 
eliminating the liquor traffic, Mr. Wilfrid Win- 
terton says, “Moderate drinking that hazardous 
practice that defies all definition — never will 
remove the evils of intemperance. Moderate drink- 
ers provide the seedlings and the nursery from 
which all the consequences of alcoholism grow. 
These are the people who are responsible for there 
being a liquor problem. It is for their convenience 
and in response to their demands that the traffic 
exists at all. Obviously, it does not exist for the 
total abstainers, and no state would tolerate it 
for a single day if all its customers wer2 drunk- 
ards.” 

** * 

You are either a part of the alcohol problem 
or a part of the answer to the problem — depend- 
ing upon your attitude. 

—Temperance Action 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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World Missions Receipts 
Budget for 1957 $3 500,000.00 
Receipts to date 86,114.33 


Percentage of annual budget 
received for 1957 2.46% 
Balance needed for 1957 3,413,885.67 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 





Rural Leaders Summer School 
Garrett Biblical Institute 


The Interdenominational School for Rural 
Leaders at Garrett Biblical Seminary, Evanston, 
Illinois, will be held June 24 - July 26, 1957. 
Two scholarships, providing tuition and room, 
are available to ministers in the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 


Courses and teachers are: 


1. Agricultural Economics for Rural Ministers 
—Dr. Robert Hewlett, Paris, France. 


2. Rural Sociology—Dr. Samuel Blizzard, 
Pennsylvania State University. 

3. The Program of the Rural Church—Dr. 
Rockwell Smith, of the Garrett Biblical Institute 
faculty. 


Any pastors, who are college graduates, who 
may be interested, should write to me. I am 
to send our two nominations by May 15th, but 
an earlier date would be much better. 


James M. Carr, Secretary 

Town and Country Church Department 
341-B Ponce De Leon Avenue, N.E., 
Atlanta 8, Georgia 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham — South Highland Presbyterian 
Church here recently had as guest speaker for 
special weekend services Dr. Theodore Floyd 
Adams, president of the Baptist World Alliance, 
and pastor of the First Baptist Church of Rich- 
mond, Va. 


Dr. Frank Alfred Mathes, pastor of South High- 
land Church, said that the appearance of Dr. Adams 
is part of the church’s program to bring annually 
some of America’s outstanding ministers and 
church leaders. 


Dr. Adams spoke on the topics: “Freedom’s Holy 
Light,” “The Glory of Our Religion,” and “Ex- 
pendable Christians.” Dr. Adams also had a special 
message for Christian ministers of the Birming- 
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ham area. At a special luncheon meeting at South 
Highland church he addressed the ministers on the 
topic “‘A Quick Trip Around the World.” 


Dr. Adams has visited Soviet Russia twice. On 
his first visit he said that he was not able to talk 
with the Christians in Russia, but on the last trip 
he preached in the only Baptist Church in Moscow, 
a city of over four million people. In discussing 
the question of religion in Russia, Dr. Adams said 
that there is today freedom of worship in Russia 
but not freedom of religion as we in the United 
States know it. 


“Christians in Russia, because they are Chris- 
tians, are not members of the Communist party, 
and they, as Christians, enjoy only freedom of 
worship,” Dr. Adams said. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta — The Board of Church Extension, 
numbering twenty-one members, met at the Pres- 
byterian Center in Atlanta February 13-14 and 
discussed work of the various divisions which make 
up that board of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


Announcement was made at the meeting that 
a total of 38 loans, amounting to $462,500.00 were 
made to churches in 1956. At the end of 1956 
there were 155 outstanding loans, amounting to 
$1,096,930.00, the report said. 


Noting the number of churches damaged in 
the flood areas recently, the Board authorized 
the expenditure of funds up to $10,000 to meet 
the needs for repair of the churches in those areas 
of the Assembly. These funds will be made from 
the 1957 receipts of the Board’s Division of Home 
Mission and Negro Work under the leadership of 
Dr. Claude H. Pritchard who has estimated that 
about a dozen churches have been damaged in 
Guerrant and Abingdon presbyteries alone. 


Hal Hyde, secretary of the Urban Church De- 
partment, reported on plans for the Church’s sup- 
plemental offering to raise $1 million for building 
new churches, and a plan whereby each Presby- 
terian will be asked to give one day’s pay or 
income for this purpose. 


The Rev. O. V. Caudill, secretary of the Church 
Architecture Department, in his report, called at- 
tention to the urgency in combating the lack of 
space and proper facilities within churches. There 
is a special need for space in many religious educa- 
tion departments, Mr. Caudill said, and the Church 
Architecture Department head pointed out that 
some churches were losing members because of 
this inadequacy. 


The Rev. James Alexander, reporting for the 
Chaplains and Military Personnel Department, an- 
nounced an increase in Presbyterian military chap- 
lains, placing the present total at 45 chaplains. 
He also reported that last year there were 24 
ecclesiastical endorsements for reservists in the 
chaplaincy. 


The report of the Town and Country Church 


Department, presented by Dr. James M. Carr, sec- 
retary of the department, told of the development 
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of parish work and noted that activities of the 








parish plan are now at a peak and still growing. 
The Board approved a change in the poulation 
dividing-line which now places churches in com- 
munities up to 10,000 population in the town and 
country church group. Formerly, the dividing line 
for the urban and for the country church was at 
the 5,000 population level. 


From the report of Negro Work, presented by 
the Rev. Lawrence Bottoms, Board members learned 
that 16 new congregations have been organized 
and 24 new buildings erected since 1953. Four 
additional fields are now approaching the point 
where they will be ready for organization of 
churches. A total of $711,114.00 of the Negro 
Campaign funds has been appropriated for prop- 
erty and buildings. Six established Negro churches 
have erected new buildings to meet their demands 
in growth and adequacy. Mr. Bottoms reported a 
total of 70 Negro churches, with 48 ministers, and 
a total of 5,300 members are now in the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. 


George H. Wright, reporting for the Division 
of Christian Relations, told of new literature and 
a film strip prepared for the Church’s program 
of Christian Citizenship, the denominational em- 
phasis this year, and called special attention to 
the study book, “Christians Are Citizens.” Mr. 
Wright noted the popularity of Christian Relations 
institutes, held in many areas of the Assembly this 
past year and which stressed the value of Christian 
citizenship. 


In the report of the Evangelism Council, pre- 
sented by Dr. A. V. Dick of Memphis, Tenn., Board 
members were told of plans for the Pre-Assembly 
Evangelism Conference, in Birmingham, Ala., April 
24-25. Using for their general theme, “The Whole 
Gospel for the Whole World,” speakers include 
Dr. John F. Anderson, Jr., pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas, who will make 
three addresses; Dr. George E. Sweazey, pastor of 
the Huguenot Memorial Presbyterian Church, Pel- 
ham, N. Y., and former Secretary of the Division 
of Evangelism for the Board of National Missions, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A.; Dr. Colin W. Wil- 
liams, Associate Missionary in the Mission to Aus- 
tralia; and Dr. Robert F. Jones, pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church, Fort Worth, Texas. The pro- 
gram also includes a panel of missionaries who will 
lead a seminar on methods of evangelism in the 
mission fields. 

The report of the Evangelism Council cited con- 
tinued advance in numerical gains of the denomina- 
tion and continuing growth in the distribution of 
literature, in use of training conferences, pulpit 
exchanges, regional meetings, and the production 
of television and radio material. A new radio 
series is planned for 1958. Other plans for next 
year include an Assembly-wide Youth to Youth 
Evangelism Weekend in Every Church, to be held 
sometime in January of that year. 

At an earlier meeting of the Evangelism Coun- 
cil, members studied the values and methods of 
Youth Evangelism, the Evangelism of Children, 
and Evangelism on the College Campus. 

Membership of the Board of Church Extension 
is made up of elected ministers and laymen and 
laywomen from throughout the Assembly. 





ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 





MARCH 6, 





1957 























titi f 


SILAS 


SIUTIESIRASES 4 Md 





Heres a gft that returns 
you an income for life! 


Yes, you both give AND receive when you make 

an Annuity Gift to foreign missions. One of our 

annuitants, a retired missionary, says this: 
“The Annuity Fund provides an opportunity by 
which a lover of the Kingdom may be a channel 
of blessing to benighted souls throughout the 
earth by the investment of funds that will bring 
to him an interest which will compare favorably 
with rates of interest to be secured from the 
leading business concerns of our country.” 


This income, paid semi-annually, is not subject to 
change, is partly tax free, and not a single payment 
has ever been omitted or deferred in over 50 years 
operation. The income rate ranges from 3 to 7.4 
per cent, depending on age. 


If you are interested in this ideal gift and invest- 
ment combined, write for our informative booklet, 
“A Guaranteed Lifetime Investment.” Just address 


CURRY B HEARN, TREASURER 


POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVEAE 1, TENN. 
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MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Dr. William Culbertson, president of Moody 
Bible Institute, is currently on a six-week tour 
of Africa where he will minister to missionaries. 
This trip to Africa is being made in response to 
the invitation of the Sudan Interior Mission and 
the Africa Inland Mission to speak at their annual 
conferences. 


While there, Dr. Culbertson will meet Moody 
alumni at special gatherings that have been ar- 
ranged. He will also speak in several leading 
cities of South Africa, and confer with government 
officials in the Belgian Congo about further use 
of Moody Institute of Science films in the Congo 
schools. 


Traveling with Dr. Culbertson is the Rev. Har- 
old R. Cook, an Institute faculty member who is 
studying missions in Africa at first hand. They 
will return at the end of March. 





KENTUCKY 


Louisville — Eighty-four high school students 
and twenty-one counselors met in February at 
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary to 
discuss church vocations. 


The Rev. Marcus J. Priester of Philadelphia 
delivered the opening statement in which he dis- 
cussed the Christian vocation in general, and 
church vocations in particular. 


During two discussion periods which followed, 
the young people discussed seven specific areas 
of church vocations. They were aided by advisers 
from the Seminary faculty, and from the churches 
of the Louisville area. 





Louisville — Strathmoor Presbyterian Church 
here has extended a hearty welcome to the Garami 
family of Hungary. 


The Garamis arrived in Louisville on January 
18, and are presently making their home with Mr. 
Joe D. Brown. Two days after their arrival, the 
Garamis attended worship services at Strathmoor 
Presbyterian Church. Language proved no barrier 
when they joined in singing “A Mighty Fortress 
Is Our God,” in their own tongue. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Garami have two children, 
Frank, who is 12, and Georgia who is 2%. Mrs. 
Garami’s mother, Mrs. Maria Stepco, is also with 
them in Louisville. 


Mr. Garami started working at the American 
Air Filter Company on January 24. Young Frank 
is attending Highland Junior High School as an 
observer and will become enrolled as soon as the 
family becomes located. Two nights a week the 
family attends language classes for Hungarian 
refugees at Ahrens Trade School. The Pioneers 
and the Boy Scout troop of Strathmoor welcomed 
young Frank immediately. 


Members of the church are helping the Garamis 
to obtain the needed furnishings so that they may 
make their own home as soon as a house is found 
available. 
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The Word of God 
in the form of tracts 
quickly pierces mind and 
heart and convicts of sin. 
The ministry of tract 
distribution relies not on 
the human agency for 
results but on the quick 
and powerful Word itself. 


GLADLY RECEIVED 
These beautiful tracts in 
sparkling colors with 
crisp messages of hope 
and cheer are welcomed 
by all. Wide assortment 
assures appropriate tracts 
for all needs. Begin this 
ministry now. 


Send $1 today for 
large supply. 


“BACK T0 60D” TRACT COMMITTEE 


Dept. S.P.,, 2850 Kalamazoo Ave., S. E. 
GRAND RAPIDS 8 MICHIGAN 


































































































GOOD REASONS 
for a CHURCH 


EXTENSION ANNUITY 
@ SAFE .. as the safest 
LIBERAL. . returns up to 7.4% 
PERMANENT . . your income is fixed, 
sure, regular 
COMPLETED GIFT . . not involved 
with later legalities 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE .. in part from your 
income 
TROUBLE-FREE .. 
no anxiety about 
fraud, theft, loss 


WITNESS FOR 
CHRIST .. atter 
fulfilling annuity 
obligation. 


WRITE TODAY FOR 
“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. D-8, Atlanta, Ga. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Oak Forest Presbyterian Church of the Asheville 
Presbytery is completing a School of World Mis- 
sions on the last Sunday night in February. There 
were five sessions which began with an assembly 
when there were hymns, Bible reading and prayer. 
The group was then dismissed to classes to study 
Southeast Asia with emphasis on Formosa. After 
which the classes met to view a film or to hear 
a talk. ‘Decision in Thailand,” ‘Formosa,’ and 
“Recruits for Christ’? were seen. A talk was given 
by Dr. L. Nelson Bell, noted Presbyterian layman 
of Montreat, retired surgeon of Asheville and 
editor of the new church magazine, “Christianity 
Today.” Dr. Bell has just returned from a trip 
to Korea and Japan and spoke on the situation 
there. Malvern Hills and West Asheville Presby- 
terian Churches met at Oak Forest to hear the 
talk. Rev. Stanley L. Bennett, pastor of the Mon- 
treat Church and immediate Past-Chairman for 
Missions of the Council of the Asheville Presby- 
tery, spoke another night on Communism and Chris- 
tianity. 


A round-table talk will be a feature of the 
supper which will precede classes on the last night 
of the school. Mr. Edgar Richardson, English in- 
structor at Warren Wilson College, will be in 
charge. Mr. Richardson is the son of a former 
missionary to China from the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., who is now vice president of Southwestern 
University in Memphis. The talks will deal with 
the life of a missionary and the work of the church 
in a foreign country, by students from Thailand, 
India and Indonesia. 


After supper and classes the assembly will in- 
clude reports by each class and a film will be shown 
to end the School of Missions. 


In connection with the study of foreign coun- 
tries and of Missions, warm clothes and blankets 
were collected to be sent to a center in Maryland 
to be sent overseas. 


Mrs. Milton A. Sullivan, 
World Missions Chairman. 





Charlotte — A Diamond Jubilee dinner, launch- 
ing the Presbyterian College development program 
among alumni in the Charlotte region was held 
here recently. 


Dr. John McSween, former president of Pres- 
byterian College, delivered the main address of 
the program. Dr. Marshall W. Brown, president 
of PC, introduced Dr. McSween. 





Wilson — First Presbyterian Church of Wilson 
celebrated its birthday recently with special morn- 
ing services commemorating the 6th, 72nd, and 
104th anniversaries of the church. 


February, 1957, marked the 6th year of use for 
the present church buildings, the 72nd year of the 
founding of the church, and the 104th year of 
Presbyterian services in the city of Wilson. 


The first known Presbyterian to live in Wilson 
came to the city in 1853, and two years later 
services were being conducted among Presbyterians 
in the area. The church was organized in 1885 
with a charter membership of 24. As of January 
1, 1957, the church has grown to 710 members. 
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HAROLD J, OCKENGA > 
Pastor, Park. Street, Boston 
“PROTESTANT PREACHING IN 
LENT is one of the most interest- 
ing and unique books I have ever 
read. It offers some of the most 
intriguing and stimulating thoughts 


for the Lenten season that have 
ever come to my attention.”’— 


BILLY GRAHAM 
a new complete volume 


Wm. B. EERDMANS 
PUBLISHING CO. 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Union — The Rev. Kenneth Pollock of Clinton, 
S.C., has accepted a call to the Second Presbyterian 
Church in Union. He served Lydia and Rock Bridge 
churches at Clinton. 


Before going to Clinton, Mr. Pollock was pastor 
of Cooleemee Presbyterian Church at Cooleemee, 
N. C. 





TEXAS 


Commerce—Day of Prayer for Students Around 
the World was observed in the First Church in 
Commerce, home of East Texas State Teachers 
College, in a special service Sunday evening, Feb- 
ruary 17. James McWilliams, local college junior 
whose home is Crockett, Texas, led the service, 
assisted by Frank Street of Commerce. The mes- 
sage was given by Tommie P. Morris, senior in 
East Texas whose home is Commerce. He spoke 
on “A Student’s Thoughts on Prayer.” Other stu- 
dents in the musical leadership of the observance 
were Myra Erwin, Jo Anne Gray, Genevieve Hogue, 
and Ann Cox O’Neal. Robert E. Baker, for over 
twenty-five years a member of the faculty of the 
local college, ruling elder in the church, an effective 
leader among youth, led the closing prayer. Carey 
T. Southall, Jr., member of the education faculty 
of the college, and Walter Tom White, superin- 
tendent of the local light plant, were ordained and 
installed deacons in the congregation February 24. 
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VIRGINIA 


Narrows — On October 31, Rev. Brown Sperow, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Narrows, 
Virginia, retired after serving the church as pastor 
for thirteen years, he having reached retirement 
age. The beloved pastor and his wife will make 
their home in Johnson City, Tennessee, where he 
will serve as supply in the Holston Presbytery. 
They returned to their old home which they left 
forty years ago. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sperow left Johnson City April 
1916 and have served pastorates in Georgia, West 
Virginia, and Virginia. The Rev. Sperow was born 
on a farm in Berkley County, West Virginia. 
Graduated in the county schools, he then attended 
Shepherd College where he took both normal and 
academic diplomas in four years. In 1904 he was 
graduated from the University of West Virginia 
with degree of B. S. C. E., practicing his pro- 
fession for twelve years chiefly as draftsman in 
the general offices of C. & O., where he branched 
out into architectural and steel work and designed 
the general office building of the company at 
Erwin, Tennessee. 


During these years he became interested in 
modern Sunday School work and spent his vaca- 
tion for four years in succession in the Interna- 
tional Sunday School Association. July 15, 1908, 
he married Nelle Kathleen Wade, who has been 
his constant companion and inspiration ever since. 
On April 1916 this couple left Johnson City to 
engage in full time religious service. For two 
years he was assistant to Rev. J. Sprole Lyons, 
D. D., pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, Georgia, then for two years assistant to 
the Rev. Ernest Thompson, D. D., of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Charleston, West Virginia. 
During the last two years, Mr. Sperow read under 
Dr. Thompson and was received into Kanawha 
Presbytery as a minister and installed as pastor 
of the Presbyterian Church, Kenova, West Vir- 
ginia, August, 1919. 


Under his leadership the Narrows Church has 
grown in membership and many improvements 
have been made in the local church. He not only 
served the First Church but two mission points. 
During his thirteen years ministry in the local 
church he received 259 members into the church, 
baptisms 97, funerals 52, weddings 143. He and 
his wife have always been interested in young 
people, and he was instrumental in organizing a 
Bible course in the high school at Narrows, Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Snerow will not only be missed 
by the congregation of the church but the com- 
munity as a whole as they were friends to aill, 
and active in all activities of the community for 
betterment. Although he has reached the age of 
retirement and cannot serve as pastor, he and 
his good wife will be found active in the Master’s 
work wherever they may be. 
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WANTED: Housemother for high school girls 
in church school west of the Mississippi. Main 
qualification, vision and a willing heart. Ages 
35-67. Employment 10 months of the year. 
Give three references, including minister. 


Write SUPT 


c/o The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 
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catalog today! 


Choose the Vacation Bible School 
course that's ALL-BIBLE and all 
planned for you! With action- 
packed Bible stories, colorful work- 
books. purposeful handicraft and 
message-filled music—it’s the 1957 
VBS course by Scripture Press! 
Order from your local 
@—= > Christian Bookstore or write . - 


iE 
™Y SCRIPTURE PRESS 





1825 College Ave., Wheaton, Illinois 


Derr. SPS-37 
(1) Send FREE VBS catalog 
) Send Introductory Packet (5 work- 
books, 5 manuals, promotional aids, 
catalog), $3.15 
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THE WORTH OF A MAN. Arnold H. Lowe, 
minister of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Min- 
neapolis. Harper & Brothers. $3.00. 


A series of 23 short sermons. Some typical 
subjects are: What Do We Know About God? 
The World Has Just Begun, Who Wants Paradise? 
The Parentheses of Prayer, Getting Something Out 
of Life, Anger on Calvary, The Worth of a 
Man, Our Divine Impulses. 


Dr. Lowe, out of his long and varied experience, 
with a heart of compassion for human frailty and 
sorrow, skillfully plays upon the heart strings to 
comfort and inspire. With pointed questions, as 
with a spotlight, he searches out the depths of 
man’s inner self and challenges him to seek God 
and renew his faith and courage. 


However, doctrinally, Dr. Lowe is vague and 
disappointing. To him, the Virgin Birth, the In- 
errancy of the Scriptures and the Physical Resur- 
rection are debatable (p. 169). He feels that “‘re- 
ligion is not wholly innocent,” when it speaks of 
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“insists that ‘there is no health 
in us’” (p. 163). “There is,” he says, “a good 
deal of health in us”; “if you dig deep enough, 
you find the divine in any man” (p. 164); “and 
sometimes God touches the saint in us, and we 
are what God means us to be.” “Christianity,” 
he states, “was never meant for the morally blind 
and the spiritually inert” (p. 145). 


Though the “worth of a man” is “that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (p. 124), 
still he presents no clear idea of substitutionary 
atonement or propitiation. “Christ was angry” 
on the cross, “because sincere people were blind 
and dull-witted” (pp. 113, 114). His anger “‘want- 
ed nothing but forgiveness” ; and you will never, 
never again . . ’ That is the way God meant 
it to be when Christ went to Calvary” (pp. 116, 
117). 


In considering the present ‘“‘cosmic disaster after 
cosmic disaster,” ‘‘war and disillusionment,” law- 
lessness, communism, and international crises, he 
gives no suggestion of judgment to come, and holds 
out no hope through the coming of the Lord. He 
merely allows further, unlimited time for man to 
overcome evil and bring in social righteousness 
and world peace. “We are better off,” he says, 
“than our fathers were before us. We have made 
some progress” (p. 22). “The world coming to 
an end? Why, the world has just begun” (p. 21). 


The book throughout gives the impression that 
man’s hope, individually and collectively, lies with- 
in himself. It is natural rather than supernatural. 

—V.W.P. 


HIS KINGDOM IS FOREVER. Ernest Lee Stof- 
fel. John Knox Press. $3.00 


The Kingdom of God and the Lordship of Christ 
in history are the twin themes developed in this 
volume by the pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Charlotte, North Carolina. Dr. Stoffel 
emphasizes the unity of Biblical teachings about 
the Kingdom of God. Employing 300 Bible refer- 
ences on the Kingdom, he shows the vital link be- 
tween the old and new covenants of God with His 
people. 


There are 8 chapters in this volume. They discuss 
such topics as “A Kingdom Which Cannot Be 
Shaken”, “The People of the Kingdom’, “The De- 
liverer of the Kingdom”, “The Kingdom Has Come 
Upon You”, “The Discovery of the King”, “His 
Throne Was a Cross”, “He Must Reign” and “The 
Kingdom in the Church’. In these chapters the 
author traces the story of the Kingdom within the 
Bible and points out a loving purpose, behind all 
history. We are introduced to Abraham, made to 
hear the voices of the prophets, and come to stand 
before the Lord and Saviour. 


Chapter 3 discusses the Messiah of the Old Tes- 
tament and in helpful fashion. Dr. Stoffel writes 
with reverence and clarity on the Messianic passage 
in Isaiah, chapter 9. He then relates it to Matthew’s 
allusion to this passage. Dr. Stoffel comments, 
“Now Matthew, a Jew, turned back to Isaiah 7:14. 
Under the inspiration of God he realized that all 
this was in fulfillment of what Isaiah had said. 
God had now come to be with us in His Son Jesus. 
In Jesus, God had come to be with us in saving 
power. It was the same God who had been with 
Judah so long ago. Now the spiritual concept Im- 
mauel had been completely fulfilled in the Person 
of Jesus. He had been born miraculously as God 
with us in saving power.’ 


In the final chapter the relationship between the 
Kingdom and the church is set forth in striking 
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manner. 


We writes glowingly of the glory and 
power, the humility and witness of the church and 
her relation to the Kingdom of God. He closes with 
the thought that Christians are stewards over the 
household who wait for the return of their Master. 
Their prayer is ‘Thy Kingdom come’. In this 
prayer there is both a dedication to service and 
looking forward to the blessed hope. 


We commend this volume as a most excellent 
help to the interpretation to the Kingdom of God. 
The minister will find highly suggestive material in 
each of these chapters that will be of real value 
in the preparation of sermons dealing with this 
timely subject. 

John R. Richardson 





A MAN SENT FROM GOD, The Biography of 
Robert E. Speer. W. Reginald Wheeler. Fleming 
H. Revell Company. $3.95. 


Robert E. Speer was one of the best known 
Christian leaders of his generation. He served for 
forty-six years as the Secretary of the Board of 
Foreign Missions, Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
He was a speaker of remarkable ability and the 
author or editor of sixty-seven books. This bi- 
ography was written by one who was closely asso- 
ciated with him over a period of years. It gives a 
documented record of Dr. Speer’s fruitful life and 
devoted service. This biography has been developed 
with the close cooperation of Dr. Speer’s family, 
friends and associates. 


One of the best chapters in this biography is 
called “His Belief in the Virgin Birth of Christ.” 
Dr. Speer said that he could rejoice with great joy 
in the miracle of the Virgin Birth. In one of his 
books Dr. Speer declared, “I believe in the Virgin 
Birth and the resurrection because I believe the 
Gospels are true and that they teach unmistakably 
that our Lord was born of a Virgin and rose from 
the dead. It is sometimes said that the story of 
the Virgin Birth is in only two of the Gospels, but 
it is in both of the Gospels that deal with Jesus’s 
earthly life at all. No one questions the teachings 
of Jesus because they are not in all the Gospels; 
the Sermon on the Mount is in only one Gospel; 
the Prodigal Son and the Good Samaritan are in 
only one Gospel. ... Even if John and Paul did not 
refer to it, if this were the fact, it would not prove 
that it were not true. Neither one of them refers 
to the Sermon on the Mount or to most of the 
events or sayings in the life of Jesus. ... No 
language could be plainer than that used by Paul 
in asserting God’s unique Fatherhood of Jesus. He 
quotes at Antioch the Second Psalm, ‘Thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten thee,’ and immedi- 
ately connects His unique origin with His unique 
end and the Resurrection. Both John, in the pro- 
logue of his Gospel, and Paul, in the first chapter of 
Colosians, deal with the pre-existence of Jesus in a 
way that makes it utterly impossible to think of him 
as originating and ending in the world as an ordinary 
human child. In one word, the New Testament in 
certain books asserts unequivocally the Virgin Birth 
of Our Lord, and in its other books either assumes 
it or implies it or says nothing inconsistent with it. 
Accordingly, if the New Testament’s representa- 
tions of Jesus are trustworthy, the Virgin Birth 
must be accepted as a fact as reliable as any other 
fact of the life or character of the Saviour.” 


One does not have to share all of Dr. Speer’s 
views to appreciate the contribution he made to the 
cause of Christ during this generation. This bi- 
ography may not be as brilliant as some that have 
been written, but it succeeds in giving a graphic 
picture of Dr. Speer as a man and his prodigious 


accomplishments. 
John R. Richardson 
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CANDLES ON THE GLACIER. Kenneth Joseph 
Foreman. Association Press. $3.00. 


The reflections in this book were written by the 
author at various times without any connecting 
theme in mind. The author suggests that the way 
to read this book is the way it was written. “Read 
one piece at a time. If you like to begin at the end 
or the middle—it can’t possibly hurt you.” 

The author has a stimulating imagination. It 
comes out in the very opening chapter, which is 
called “Adam Afterward.” The chapter is made 
up entirely of questions, but each question stimu- 
lates the imagination. 

It is difficult to classify the thoughts of this 
volume. They are not sermons or sermonettes; 
they are not articles or essays. They are ideas that 
popped in the author’s mind on some occasion. On 
Saturday afternoons he developed these thoughts 
into brief discussions for the entertainment of the 
reader. He himself has described this book as 
containing “warm thought for a cold afternoon.” 

John R. Richardson 
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SPECULATION IN PRE-CHRISTIAN PHILOSO.- 
PHY. Richard Kroner. Westminster Press. $5.75. 


Dr. Kroner is a native of Germany and was serv- 
ing as a professor in Frankfurt when in 1935 he 
was dismissed by Hitler. After he left Germany, 
he lectured at Oxford, St. Andrews, and in Canada. 
From 1948 to 1952 he was professor of Philosophy 
and Religion at Union Theological Seminary. Since 
1953 he has lectured at Temple University, Phila- 
delphia. 


The substance of this volume grew out of lec- 
tures that the author gave in his classes. For some 
years he has studied the relation between specu- 
lation and revelation. He believes that this re- 
lationship is the nerve center in the history of 
philosophy from the beginning up to Hegel. He 
points out that Hegel’s system was the last great 
attempt to find a reconciliation between these rival 
contenders. 


Although the speculation of the Greeks origi- 
nated independently of Biblical revelation, the 
author insists that there is still an element in 
Greek speculation that corresponds to Greek reve- 
lation. 


Dr. Kroner observes, “Greek speculation is not 
only pre-Christian; it is outright un-Christian. The 
very undertaking to discover the root of all things 
by means of human intuition and hypotheses is 
radically un-Biblical or even anti-Biblical .. . in- 
deed, Kierkegaard has made it compellingly evident 
that one has to be blind or deaf not to recognize 
ag 


The author has sought to treat all questions in- 
volved in this study as objectively as possible, but 
he is honest enough not to claim a neutral state of 
mind in his appraisal of the systems studied. To 
his credit he writes, “One cannot understand 
philosophic systems without siding with and against 
ma ta so an intelligible interpretation can be 
oO ere a 


This reviewer feels that at times the author 
presses too far the idea of the similarity of pre- 
Christian speculation with Christian revelation. In 
the chapter on Socrates the author implies that the 
Gospel stories have preserved only the substance 
of the spirit of Christ, and this is compared to what 
Plato has done about the trial of Socrates in his 
Apology. We cannot go along with this implication. 


Dr. Kroner reminds us that Aristotle reached the 
utmost limit of speculative theology. But between 
the speculative theology of Aristotle and revelation, 
there is a vast gulf. 


Perhaps the most striking resemblance pointed 
out in this volume, between philosophical specula- 
tion and Biblical revelation comes from Philo, the 
Alexandrian Jew. Philo was a contemporary of 
Christ, and Dr. Kroner said anticipated Christian 
theology in a remarkable degree. He distinguished 
God the Creator and the Divine Logos by under- 
standing the one as transcending the other as im- 
minent. Dr. Kroner comments, “The Logos is 
called by him ‘The Ideas of Ideas’, the first Idea 
or the Word uttered by God. Even more astound- 
ing is that he spoke of Him as the ‘second God’ thus 
anticipating the dogma of the second person in the 
lrinity. .. . Finally he used the metaphors for the 
Logos which appear in the Epistle of the Hebrews, 
‘High Priest’ and ‘Image of God.’ Only through 
Philo was the Stoic Logos fully personified and 
could thus be applied to Christ.” 


Read with discernment this volume will convince 
the reader that the world by wisdom knew not 
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God and a revelation from God was necessary for 
man to even be able to say, “I know God.” 


This book will be of special interest to students 
and teachers of philosophy and religion. It is a 
provocative treatment of philosophic history. 

John R. Richardson 





COOPERATION WITHOUT COMPROMISE. 
James DeForest Murch. Eerdman’s. $2.50. 


Dr. Murch presents in this volume interesting 
facts regarding the history and functions of the 
National Association of Evangelicals. He shows 
that scriptural ecumenicity is the basis for the ex- 
istence of the National Association of Evangelicals. 
We are informed that this organization represents 
some ten million evangelicals, and the organiza- 
tional structure is based upon the sound biblical 
profession of faith that accepts the Bible as the 
only infallible and authoritative Word of God. The 
N.A.E. believes that the only ecumenicity author- 
ized by the Bible is the ecumenicity in which the 
Church is led and guided by the Holy Spirit in co- 
operative evangelical action at home and abroad. 
Succinctly stated, the purpose of this book is to 
portray the only kind of ecumenicity in which evan- 
gelicals can cooperate without compromise. 


The opening chapters picture the background of 
this movement and then narrate the thrilling story 
of the organization of the National Association of 
Evangelicals and how it functions through its 
various commissions, agencies, and affiliates. 


The term “evangelical” is used frequently in this 
book. The author points out that it has been in 
common usage since the Reformation and has been 
used to designate theological parties claiming that 
their views constitute “the Gospel.” Evangelical 
Christianity, according to this group, affirms the 
great essentials of divine revelation contained in 
the Scriptures such as the fall of man, the necessity 
of the new birth, the atonement of Christ, and jus- 
tification by faith. 


By 1940, most evangelicals had come to the con- 
clusion that the Federal Council of Churches in 
America was no longer a fit vehicle for evangelistic 
cooperation at the national level. Under the cir- 
cumstances, there was no other alternative left 
but to perfect their own organization for coopera- 
tion and action at the national level. 


Dr. Murch is well qualified to tell the story of 
this organization that is giving a splendid testimony 
for “the faith once for all delivered to the saints.” 
This book should be of great interest to preachers 
and Christian laymen. It provides valuable infor- 
mation on the crucial issues in the church today. 


John R. Richardson 





THE BIBLE AND THE HUMAN QUEST. A. 0. 
Steele. Philosophical Library. $3.75. 


The author discusses the subject of Religion in 
this volume. He holds that Religion is the most 
powerful force in human life. The Religion, he 
advocates, however, is not always the Religion of 
the Bible. For example, on page 60 he writes, 
“Christ is eternal and has been known in many 
different ages under many different names. In a 
sense Christ is the wisdom of the Hebrews, the 
Logos of Greece, the Krishman of India, the fa- 
miliar appearing and disappearing God in human 
form of many lands and peoples. Always he is the 
divine revealed man.” Bible-believing Christians 
will not be able to follow many of the fatuous ideas 


set forth in this volume. 
John R. Richardson 
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PROPHETIC REALISM AND THE GOSPEL. 
John Wick Bowman. Westminster Press. $4.75. 

The subtitle of this book is “A Preface to 
Biblical Theology.’”’ The lectures were first given 
on the James Sprunt Foundation at Union Semi- 
nary in 1951. The main thrust of the volume is 
the right way to view Scripture and its teaching 
as a whole. The author’s point of view is what he 
calls “prophetic realism.’”’” He defines this phrase 
as “evangelism brought down to date.’’ By this he 
means evangelism speaking the terminology in the 
context of modern thought. The author believes 
that the whole of the Scriptures is prophetic litera- 
ture in the best sense of the term. 

In the formulation of his position the author 
states that he considers prophetic realism to be an- 
other name for revelational theology. He says, 
“Prophetic realism is the theology of the Spirit 
and its content is determined by the Spirit.” In 
this sense he maintains that the New Testament is 
equally prophetic with the Old Testament. He holds 
to the conviction that the term “Gospel” stands for 
the entire content of the prophetic revelation. 


Dr. Bowmen in Part One discusses the three cur- 
rent positions in Biblical theology. In Part Two 
the term of Scriptures as prophetic realism is set 
forth. The content of Scriptures’ prophetic real- 
ism is the subject of Part III. In the last section 
the author shows that Christ is the norm of the 
history of what God must be. 


This work is to be commended for pointing out 
the unity of the Old and New Testaments. We 
need to recognize the golden thread of redemption 
that runs through God’s revelation from beginning 
to end. 


In reading this volume we have noted certain 
sections that are disappointing. On page 20 he 
speaks of Unitarian Calvinists. No honest Calvin- 
ist has ever been a Unitarian. Calvinism is Trini- 
tarian from start to finish. His treatment of the 
fall is not satisfactory. He says that Driver is 
likely correct in suggesting that the Biblical idea 
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of the fall has been taken from materials common 
to many mythologies of primitive man. The the- 
ological student can find some of Dr. Bowman’s 
views to be helpful, but the reader will have to 
realize that the author’s theology is not always 
the reliable theology of the Westminster Confession 
of Faith. 
John R. Richardson 





THE SCHOLASTIC MISCELLANY. Edited by 
Eugene R. Fairweather. Westminster Press. $5.00. 


The bulk of this volume is occupied with works 
of Anselm of Canterbury, and theologists of the 
twelfth century. The editor has attempted to il- 
lustrate the principal interest of the great scholas- 
tic theologians. The work of greatest interest pre- 
sented in this volume is Anselm’s “Why God Be- 
came Man.” Anselm divided this theme into two 
short books. The first of these contains the ob- 
jections of the unbeliever who rejects Christian 
faith because he regards it as contrary to reason, 
along with the answers of believers. It ends by 
proving by necessary reasons that it is impossible 
for any man to be saved without Christ. In the 
second book Anselm shows by equally clear rea- 
sons that human nature was created in order that 
hereafter the whole man, body and soul, should 
enjoy a blessed immortality. It is proved that it 
is necessary for this purpose for which man was 
made to be achieved, but only through a Man-God, 
so that all things we believe concerning Christ must 
necessarily take place. 

Bonaventure has an interesting exposition, ‘‘Dis- 
puted Questions Concerning Christ’s Knowledge.”’ 
His conclusion is, “But the truth which is abso- 
lutely immutable can be clearly seen by those alone 
who can enter into the innermost silence of the 
mind, and to this no sinner attains but who is a 
supreme lover of eternity, and he alone.” 

This work brilliantly illustrates the theological, 


ecclesiastical, social, and cultural patterns of the 
Middle Ages. 


John R. Richardson 
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